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NEWS RELEASE
UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON ALUMNI CONTINUE SPIRIT OF SERVING
WITH 'CHRISTMAS OFF CAMPUS' TRADITION ACROSS THE COUNTRY
DAYTON, Ohio - Parties and presents for abused and neglected children, along with
visits and caroling to the elderly, are just a few ways that alumni from the University of
Dayton will continue a campus holiday tradition in 24 cities across the United States.
Christmas on Campus, which coincides with the celebration of the Feast of the
Immaculate Conception on Dec. 8, is a popular tradition at the University of Dayton. For 36
years, UD offices have closed and classes have been canceled on Dec. 8 (on a Saturday this
year), and students have hosted a Christmas celebration for thousands of children and adults
from the community.
Last year, about 8,000 people came to campus for the Christmas on Campus events,
which include a tree-lighting ceremony, a live nativity scene, a Mass, concerts, arts and crafts
projects, and carnival games.
Each December, alumni keep the Christmas on Campus tradition alive with their
families and college friends in Christmas off Campus, an offshoot of the annual celebration.
For example, at 6 p.m. on Monday, Dec. 17, UD graduates living in the San Diego area
will host a party for children of the St. Vincent de Paul Village, a homeless resource center. More
than 100 children will arrive in limousines to In & Out, a San Diego restaurant, where they will
be treated to dinner and holiday music.
"Christmas off Campus is about holding on to those values and beliefs we learned at
UD," says Phil Cenedella, a 1984 UD graduate and organizer of the San Diego event. "It's also
about answering the question Martin Luther King Jr. once posed: 'What are you doing to help
others?' In a small way, we're trying to answer that."
Cenedella says the holidays will hold even more meaning this year, given the death and
devastation caused by the Sept. 11 attacks. They took the life of a dear friend, Al Niedermyer,
a 1983 UD graduate and a Port Authority officer who died during rescue efforts at the World
Trade Center.
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"Life isn't about dollars or nice cars or impressive jobs," he says. "It's about making the
lives of others less miserable."
Alumni in 24 of 27 chapters and clubs across the country will rekindle UD's spirit of the
season by celebrating with others in their communities through a variety of volunteer projects.
In Louisville on Saturday, Dec. 16, UD graduates will help St. Vincent de Paul homeless
center hand out gifts and refreshments to residents.
In Rochester, N.Y., on Sunday, Dec. 9, alumni will gather donations for the Sisters of
Mercy to help support Sister Theresa Rutty, R.S.M., ('78) and her missionary work in Santiago,
Chile. Some of the money will be used to buy school supplies for an urban Catholic high school
in Rochester.
In St. Louis on Saturday, Dec. 8, alumni will sponsor a breakfast with Santa for i50
local children, which will include gifts and music.
In Phoenix, on Saturday, Dec. 8, alumni will participate in Mass and afterward collect
donations for the St. Vincent de Paul Society. Clothing and household donations also will be
collected.
About 700 alumni participate in Christmas off Campus events each year, says Connie
Koehl, project director in UD's alumni relations office.
"The event grows every year and we anticipate more alumni will participate this year,
especially in light of our nation's heightened awareness of the importance of community and
fellowship," she says.
Koehl adds, "Christmas off Campus is a wonderful way for our alumni to share the
tradition of Christmas on Campus in cities throughout the country. Both traditions represent
what is best about UD - sharing our commitment to service with those who truly need and
appreciate it."
UD alumni have "touched the lives of thousands of disadvantaged children, families
and elderly," she says.
UD is a private, co-educational institution, founded by the Society of Mary, a Roman
Catholic order that emphasizes community. About 11,000 graduate and undergraduate
students attend UD.
UD alumni chapters taking part in Christmas off Campus include Atlanta,
Akron/Canton, Boston, Charlotte, Chicago, Cincinnati, Columbus, Cleveland, Denver, Detroit,
Houston, Indianapolis, Louisville, Milwaukee, New York, Philadelphia, Phoenix, Pittsburgh,
Rochester, Tampa, San Francisco, St. Louis, Tampa and Washington, D.C./Baltimore.
-30For media interviews, call Connie Koehl at (937) 229-3299 or via e-mail at
constance.koehl@notes.udayton.edu, and Phil Cenedella at (858) 483-6900 or via e-mail at
phil@v411.com. For more information, contact Jim Pickering at (937) 229-3257 or via e-mail at
pickering@udayton.edu.

